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01/10/2024

From
The Managing Director
Royal Sand and Gravels Private Limited
Dhoni, Palakkad

To

The Regional Director
MoEF&CC Regional Office
Southern Zone, Kendriya Sadan, 4" Floor, E & F Wing
I Block, Koramanagala, Bengaluru — 560034,
Sir,

Sub:  Environmental Clearance — Compliance report furnished

Ref: E.C. No. 160/SEIAA/KL/3490/2013 dated 24-05-2014 r.w. proceedings of
even no. dt. 16.02.19 of SEIAA Kerala

Kind attention is invited to the Environmental Clearance accorded to the quarry
project of M/s Royal Sand and Gravels Private Limited in Akathethara Village, Akathethara
Panchayath, Palakkad Taluk, Palakkad District, Kerala vide reference cited above. The
Twenty-First report of compliance on the specific and general conditions of the EC for the
period from April 2024 To September 2024 is attached herewith for favour of kind z:u al. ~

You[s

For RDYAL SAND AND GRAVELS PVT.LTD.,
Mohamme azeel T.A

Managing Director
For M/s Royal Sand and Gravels Ptivate dsimitedo!

Copy to:
The Member Secretary

SEIAA Kerala
K.S.R.T.C. Bus Terminal Complex, 4™ Floor
Thampanur, Thiruvananthapuram — 695001.

CAZ) -
Royal Sand and Gravels (P) Ltd., Plaza Junction, Dhoni Post, Palakkad, Kerala - Pin:678 009, @' n ““““ HOVALS
755 88 66666, 944 71 29278 royal_grs@yahoo.com, www.royalsand.in P wwer .E.".'.sT METALKING
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Quarry Project of
ROYAL SAND AND GRAVELS (P) LTD

21°* Compliance Report

For The Period From APRIL 2024 To SEPTEMBER 2024

(Ref: E.C. No. 160/SEIAA/KL/3490/2013 dated 24.05.2014 Of SEIAA KERALA)
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Dhoni Plaza Junction, Dhoni, Akathethara Village, Akathethara Panchayath
Palakkad Taluk, Palakkad District, Kerala State, India - 678 009

@ 944 71 29278, ™ 0491-2962222 & royal_grs@yahoo.com, & www.royalsand.in




Quarry project of

M/s Royal Sand & Gravels (P) Ltd.

Akathethara Village.
Akathethara Panchayath
Palakkad Taluk
Palakkad District

Kerala State

21StCompliance Report

(Ref:E.C.N0.160/SEIAA/KL/3490/2013dt.24.05.20140fSEIAAKERALA)

For The Period From

APRIL 2024 TO SEPTEMBER 2024
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MONITORING REPORT — PROFORMA - PART |

E.C. No. 160/SEIAA/KL/3490/2013 dated 24-05-2014 r.w. proceedings of even no. dt.
16.02.19 of SEIAA Kerala

Quarry project of M/s Royal Sand and Gravels

1. | Name of the project Pvt. Ltd
e ~ | Environmental " Clearance No. |
e Claarance lotter:tio. & date 160/SEIAA/KL/3490/2013 dated 24-05-2014 r.w.
- etierno. & qate proceedings of even no. dt. 16.02.19 of SEIAA
Kerala

3. Location: District & State/UT Palakkad District, Kerala State

a R Mr. Mohammed Fazeel T.A.

Managing Director
M/s Royal Sand & Gravels (P) Ltd.

4. | Address for correspondence: Plaza Junction, Dhoni P.O.
Palakkad

Kerala state

Pincode: 678009.

Contact No. of office with |\, med Fazeel T.A
name of responsible official . S

Mobile No. of concerned -
6. officials associated with | 9447129278/7558866666

monitoring
Date of commencement
i (Actual and/or planned) 24;05'20]4 ]

Validity of CFO (Consent for
8. Operation obtained from Kerala 1.12.2024
State PCB)

9. Present status of the project Continuing

Email id of the contact person | ' .~ Gyah )
10. | to whom communications to be YA BISgyan00.00M. ;
st fazeeroyal@gmail.com

11. | FAX Number

\ v
. For ROVALSAMIY AND GRAVELS PVT
Date: 01/10/2024 (Company Seal) Signature of authorized signatory

Name: Mohammed, Fazgel Ttk ¢

Designation: Managing Director



| ABOUT THE PROPONENT

M/s Royal Sand and Gravels Private Limited possess a quarry project in Akathethara
Village, Akathethara Panchayath, Palakkad Taluk,Palakkad District,Kerala state.

State level Environment Impact Assessment Authority Kerala (SEIAAKerala)
accorded Environmental Clearance No. 160/SEIAA/KL/3490/2013 dated 24.05.2014 to
the quarry project in Akathethara Village, Akathethara Panchayath, Palakkad
Taluk,PalakkadDistrict,Kerala managed by M/s Royal Sand and Gravels Private
Limited.An erratum regarding the validity of EC has been issued vide Proceedings
N0.160/SEIAA/KL/3490/2013 dated 16.02.2019 ofSEIAA Kerala. The Life of Mine is 28 Years.

Copy of the order is attached Asinexurel (PagesAltoAp

The Certified Compliance Report Issued By The MoEF & CC Regional Office Bangaluru
Dated 23.04.2024 Is Also Attached As Annexurel.2 (Page NoA 9 TO A 22 Where It Is Certified
That All Environmental Clearance Conditions Are Satisfactorily Complied With

M/s Royal Sand and Gravels Private Limited is controlled and managed by
Mr.Mohammed Fazeel T.A., Managing Director, M/s Royal Sdah€els (P) Ltd., Plaza
Junction,DhoniP.O.,Palakk&@8009;Mob.N0.09447129278

Email:royal grs@yahoo.com, fazeeroyal@gmail.com .

Among the conditions specified in the said Environmental Clearance (EC), it is
mandatory to file sbmonthly compliance report(s). This report is in compliance of it; and
the TwentyFirstreport in its series.

The case filed by one Sibi Joseph, S/o KsBpli, Kallammakkal House, Dhoni P. O.,
Palakkad 678 009 before the National Green tribunal (Southern Zone), Chennai as
Original Application No. 124 of 2021 (SZ) was disposed of by the hon'ble Tribunal vide
Judgment dated 20.12.2023. Royal Sand and Gs&el. Ltd. was the 8th respondent
therein. We were directed to pay an amount of Rs. 10 lakhs to the Kerala State Pollution
Control Board for improving the tree cover or other erosion control measures. The
hon'ble Tribunal was pleased to clarify that thesy of Rs. 10 lakhs is not a penalty. We
had paid the amount of Rs. 10 lakhs on 11.01.2024 to the Kerala State Pollution Control
Board.
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The Judgment in O. A. No. 124 of 2021 (SZ) was carried in appeal before the Hon'ble
Supreme Court of India under Sectid2 of the National Green Tribunal Act, 2020 by the
Applicant Sibi Joseph in O. A. No. 124 of 2021 (SZ). This was numbered as Civil Appeal
No. 892 of 2024 and the hon'ble Supreme Court of India dismissed the same in terms of
a signed Order on 02.02.2024.

Meanwhile, the brother of above mentioned Sibi Joseph, one Joby K. Joseph had filed
one Writ Petition (Civil) 17736 of 2023 before the hon'ble High Court of Kerala arraying
us as Respondent No. 5 therein. The said Writ Petition is essentially challebgifdirey
permit granted in November 2016 and the same is pending disposal before the hon'ble
High Court of Kerala.

Copy of judgments, levy paid to KSPCB details attached as Ann2xhge
2.2(1) (A23TO A54)
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II. ABOUT THE PROJECT

Project category:
The project comes under the Category B, Activityl (a) of Schedule of EIA

Notification2006 and subsequent amendments.

Project location:

Sy. Nos. 2, 14, 15 and 16/1 at Akathethara Village and Panchayath, at block 25
Palakkad Taluk, Palakk®istrict, Kerala,678009. The proposed project site
falls withinl@p M QH n ® p’ 0 @ @i 2 dm CoéThC pynRdrdip ¢ Qp e o £ 9 ®

Project extent and activity

The project is for quarrying of 3,50,000'A of building stone from an area of
9.3928 hectares of land located as specified above. The expected life of mine

is 28 years.
Project description:

The proposed project activity involves about 100 % of the pit area for exploring
building stone. At th end of life of mine, excavated pit will be backfilled and
reclaimed and rehabilitated by plantation leaving no void. The proposed project
does not involve any underground mining activities .The mining will be done by
open cast semi mechanized method. Hesvage of 0.8 KLD generated from the
mine office will be diverted to the septic tank followed by soak pit.
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|ll. REPORDF COMPLIANCE

ASPECIFICONDITIONS

ltem

No. Stipulations in EC Status of Compliance Remarks
Limit quarry to the stream on the east

S1 side to permit unhindered flow of thiSpecial care is taken to ensure that quarrying is limited to the stretir@ on
stream. eastern side.
Leave statutory distance from the forest

S2 land on the north. Following and Maintaining Specific Conditions Without Fail

Plate S.3- Check DamPage24)

The stream may be provided with low le

S3 check dams to trap silt. Check dam to trap silt jsrovided.

. . ] S _ . Plate S.4i Rainwater

Rain water harvesting facility | Provision is made to store rain water in ponds even when SUff'storage areapPAGE 25)
required in the absence of dependg dependable source of water is available forpesent project.

S4 source of water.
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B.

GENERAL CONDITIONS

Iltem . . . .
Stipulations in EC Status of Compliance Remarks
No.
Plate S.4-Rainwater storage area
Gl | Rain Water Harvesting capacity should Be install§  Provision is made to store rain water in ponds. (Page25 )

per the prevailing provisions 6§MBR/KPBR, unles
otherwise specified elsewhere.

G2

Environment Monitoring Cell as agreed under
affidavit filed by the proponent should bermed and
made Functional.

Environment Monitoring Cell constituted is fully functional .Cop
of minutes of meetings of Environment Monitoring Cell held fr
April 2024 to September 2024 are attacteAnnexure G.2

Annexure G.2' Copies of minutes of meeting
Environment Monitoring Cel{ PageA53-A63)

G3

Suitable avenue trees should be planted along eithe
of the tarred road and open parking areas, if |
inclusive of approach road and internal roads.

Avenue treeby way of natural vegetation are present on either
of the tarred road and open parking areas. Besides this, sapli
bamboo area also planted along either side of the tarred road Q
parking areas inclusive of approach road and internal roads.

Plate G.3Avenue Trees Planted RarkingArea
(Page26)

The project shall incorporate devices for Solar ene
generation and utilization wherever possible.

Solar panels are installed within the project area And street lig
connected with them liip the area.

Plate G.4 Solar Lights installed in site

G4
(Page 27)
Sprinklers shall be installed and used in The proje{ |, order to contain dust emissions, sprinklers are installed insi¢ 1AL &-5Sprinkler along with tarred road
G5 | site to contairdustemissions. (Page28)

project site.
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G6

be done at the own cost of the project proponent.

Ecorestoration including the mine Closure plan sh

The condition shall be followed scrupulously.

Plate G.6Eco-Restoration
(Page 29)

should be retained as water storage areas and the

At least 10 percent out of the total Excavated pit arg

G7 remaining area should be reclaimed with stacked The di.rectionsontained shall be scrupulously followed at the tir
dumping and overburden and planted with indigeng®f ~ mine closure.
plant species that are efreendly.
Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) agreed uporlCSR component is implemented in tune with the proposed onesAnnexure G.81 Copies of receipts of the amol
the proponent should be implemented in tune with t&mount ofRs 239106/ has been spent towards CSR for the peridspent towards CSR for the period fréypril 2024
G8 |conditions specified in the Companies Act, 2013. [TOMAPRIL 2024to SEPTEMBER2024 for various activities. Therq sentember 202¢page 66A74)
copies of receipts of which are attactasd\nnexure G.8.
Barbed metal wire fencing around the Mining area| Barbed metal wire fencing around the mining area with a heighPlate G.9- Barbed Metal Wire FencingPag&o)
shall be provided with a height of not less thandoftnot less than 5 feet is provided.
G9 | that falling of animals/human beings/dumping of
garbageds, etc. does ni
Warningalarms indicating the time of Blasting (to i Warning alarms indicating the time of blasting is arranged. Plate G.10- Warning AlarnPage 31)
done at specific timings) has to be arranged as pe
G10 stipulations of Explosive Department.
Control measures on noise and vibration prescribe( The directions contained are being scrupulously followed. In or
611 KSPCB should be implemented. to control noise, proper maintenance of machinery and mainten

of wide green belt are being done. @ofled blasting technique is
used to reduce blast Vibrations.
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G12

Quarrying activities should be limited to day time as
per KSPCB guidelines.

Quarrying activities are done only during day time And is in tun
with the KSPCB guidelines. Blastingdene at 10am,1pm,and
5pm.

PlateG.14 Blasting time display(Page2)

G13

Blasting should be done in a controlled Manner as
specified by the regulations of Explosives Departme
or any other concerned agency.

Blasting is done using Nedelayed detonatgNONEL) as
stipulated by the Explosives Department.

G114

A licensed person should supervise/control the blas
operations.

Sri Gurusamy (who is holding certificate of mining mate
competency) to manage and supervising blasting operation at
present.

Annexure G.14CopyOf Certificatesof Sri.
Gurusamy (PagA75-A81)

G15

Access roads to the quarry shall be Tarred to contal
dust emissions that may arise during transportation
materials.

Access roads to the quarry site are taemed sprinklers fitted on
sites of internal roads

Plate G.15 Tarred road acce@d2age 33)
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Overburden materials should be Managed with
the site and the old quarries, if any, should be

Overburden is stacked in pdeterminedsite specified for the
purpose.

G186 | eclaimed and restored. Plate G.16i Over Burden Staciages4)
G17 | Height of benches should not exceed 5m and width| Height and width of benches is maintained as 5m x 5m.

should not be less than 5m.

Mats to reduce fly rocklast to a maximum of 10 PP\ Mats areused while the time of blasting Plate G.18i Using 10PPVMat (Page35)
G18 should be provided.

Mining depth should not exceed beyond 4@miess | Mining depth is above the ground level at present.
G19 otherwise specified or not Below the level of neares

stream bed, Whichever is less.
G20 | No mining operations should be carried Out at plac{ It is ensured that nmining is carried out at places having a slope

havinga  slope greater than 45°. greater than 45°, if any.

Plate G.21¢Acoustic Enclosure.(Page 36

Acoustic enclosures should have been Provided to | Acoustic enclosures are provided for the crusher unit to reduce

G21 reduce sound amplifications in addition to the sound amplifications in addition to the provisions of greenbelt a

provisions of greenbelt and hollow brick envelop for
crushers so that the ise level is kept within
prescribed standards given by CPCB/KSPCB.

hollow brick envelop for crushers so that the ntésel is kept
within prescribed standards given by KSPCB.
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The workers on the site should be Provided with tl
required protective equipment such as safety shoe

The workers orthe site are provided with the required protective
equipment such as ear muffs and helmets.

Plate G.22 Workers Working With
Safety Equipment(Pad& )

G22 mask, earmuffs, helmet, etc.
G23 Garlanddrains with clarifiers tobe Provided in the | Garland drains are provided to channelize storm water.
lower slopes around the core areahannelize storn
water.
G24 The transportation of minerals should be Done in | The transportation of minerals is done in covered trucks to cont Plate G.24 i Transportation of
covered trucks to contain dust emissions. dust emissins. minerals in covered truck (Pa&f)
G25 The proponent should plant trees at least 5 times | BadamTrees And Mahogany are already grown in the site whilg " . ]
the loss that has been occurred while clearing the| clearing the land for the project. Further ,saplings of indigenousg PlateG.25 Trees planted in the site
. o - (Pags9)
land for the project. plant species like ,Guava,Cashew, Neam Divi
Divi,Teak,Gooseberry,Acacia,Mangium,etc.are also grown in th
site and a welplanned geen belt area is also maintained with in
the project area
G26 Disposal of spent oil from diesel engines
Should be as specified under relevant
Rules/Regulations. Spent oil is collected by KSPCapprovedecycler. Plate G.26 Used filters and oi{Page39)
letter from recyclehas beenattached aginnexure G.26 Annexure G.26i Letter FromKSPCB
Approved Recyclg¢Page A82
G27 Explosives should be stored in Explosives are stored in magazines in isolated place as | Plate G.27 1 MagazingPage40)

Magazines in isolated plaspecified and
approved by the Explosives Department.

stipulated by the Explosives Department.
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G28

Norms of Kerala State Pollution Control Board
should be adherdd regarding distance criteria @
residences, roads, rivers and worship places.

Scrupulously follows the directions contained.

G29
200 mbuffer distanceshouldbemaintained from| Following And Maintaining Specific Conditions as per
forest boundaries. Environmental Clearance.
Integrated Consent to Operate - Renewal Annexure G.30i Copyof Consent
to Operatassued by Kerala State
(Consent No. PCB / PLKD /ICO / _ PolutionControl Boardfor quarry
G30 VARIATION/18130752/2022 dt.02.11.2022 valid up to

Consent from Kerala State Pollution Control
Board under Water and Air (Acts) should have
been obtained before initiating activity.

01.12.2024),

(File No. PCB/PLKD/ICO/R14PAL471407/2022)is
obtained from Kerala State Pollution Control Board for
quarryingfAnnexureG.30]

(PagesA 83-A84)
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G31

All other statutory Clearances should have bee
obtained, as applicable, by project proponents
from the respective competent authorities
including that for blasting and storage of
explosives.

Clearances are obtained from:

1. Akathethara Grama Panchay#thnexureG.31(1)]

2. Petroleum and Explosives Safety
Organization(former Explosives Department)

[AnnexureG.31(2)]

3. Department of Mining anGeology
[AnnexureG.31(3)(1),AnnexureG.31(3)(2)and

AnnexureG.31(3)(3)]

AnnexureG.31(1) Copies of licenses
for the quarry and crusher unit
(validup  t031.03.2025)issued b
Akathethara Grama Panchayath

PagesA85-A86)

Annexure G.31 (2) T Copy of license
(No. E/SC/KL/22/1222(E61052)

dt. 18.09.2023 valid up to 31.03.202}
issued by the Petroleum an
Explosives Safety Organization fo
possession for use of explosives fro
magazingPages\87 TO A88)

AnnexureG.31(3)(1) Copy of
guarrying lease Deed valid for a perio

of 12 years from 22.08.14 t»1.08.26
(PagesA89 A 97)

Annexure G.31(3)(2) Copy of
additional quarryintpase deed

granting  permissiornto enhance the|
averageannual  extraction from
1,00,000c0nnesto 3,00,000 tonnes

valid up to 21.08.202@agesA98-
A102)

AnnexureG.31(3)(3) Copy of
certificate of registration fastocking,
processing and selling of granite
aggregates,yalid up to 01.04.2025
(Page AL03)
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G32

In the case of any change(sdie scope
Of the project, the project would require a fresh
appraisal by this Authority.

The company shall abide by the directions of SEIAA Kera
in such a context, if arises.

G33

The Authority reserves the right to add
additional safeguard measures
Subsequently, if found necessary, and to {
action including revoking of the environme
clearance under the provisions of
Environment(Protection)Act,1986,to enst
effective implementation of the suggest
safeguard measures in a timeound and
satisfactory manner.

The company shall abide by the directions of SEIAA
Kerala in such a context, if arises.

G34

The stipulations by Statutory Authorities
Under different Acts and Notifications should b
complied with, including the provisions of Wate
(Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1974,
the Air (Prevention and control of Pollution)
act1981, the Environment (Protection) At®86
the Public Lidility (Insurance) Act1991and EIA
Notification, 2006

Strict compliance shall be adhered to the condition specifi
herein
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G.35

The project proponent should advertiseme
in at least two local newspapers widely
circulated in the region, one of which(both
the advertisement and newspaper) shall b
the vernacular language informing that the
project has been accorded Environmental
Clearanceaand copies oflearancdetters are
available with the department of
Environment and Climate Change,Govt of
Keralaand may also be seen on the Webs
of the Authority atvwww.seiaakerala.org
The adversement should be made within |
days from the date of receipt of the
Clearancdetter and a copy of the same
signed In all pages should be forwarded t¢
the office of this Authority as confirmation

A Advertisements regarding the obtaining of
EnvironmentalClearancevere given in two
newspapers

1.Kerala Kaumudi (Malayalam daily) dt.04.06.20214
2.The New Indian Express (English daily)
dt.05.06.2014

A The Copies of Newspaper Advertisement hac
been forwarded to theirectorateof
Environment and Climate Change.

Annexure G.35- Environmental
Clearanceavere given in two
newspaperéPage A103
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G.36

A copy of the clearance letter shall be sent b
the proponent to concerned
GramaPanchayat/DistrictPanchayat/Municip
y/Corporation/UrbanLocalBody and also to tf
Local NGO, if any, from whom
suggestions/representations, if any, were
received while processing the proposal. The
Environmental clearance shall also be put or
the welsite of the company by the proponent

1 Copy of EC has been forwarded to the Secretary,
Akathethara Grama Panchayath.

1 Copy of EC is displayed in the notice board of the
company.

G.37

The proponent shall submit half yearly

reports on the status of complienof the
stipulated EC conditions including results
monitored data (both in hardcopies as well ag
e-mail) and up load the status of complial
of thestipulated EC conditions, including
Results of monitored data on their website al

shall update the same periodically. It shall
simultaneously be sent to the respective
Regional Office of MoEF, Govt .of India and
also to the Directorate of Environment and
Climate Change, Govt. of Kerala.

1 Conditions are being complied with. Thisventy first
report is in compliance with the submission of six
monthly compliance reports, and is for the pedquiil
2024to SeptembeR024.Former reports are already
submitted to the concerned as stipulated hetiee
condition.

1 Copy ofAir,Water,9il and Nise quality reports
1 CopyOf the project site is attached #snexure G.37

Annexure G.37 ¢ Copy  of
air,water,soil and noise quality repor
of the project sit¢ PagesA105 TO A 113
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G.38 The details of Environmental Clearance Should be EC display board is erected at the | Plate G.381 EC Display
prominently displayed in a metallic board of 3 ft x 3 ft wit| entrance of theroject site. board(pages1)
green background and yellow letters of Times New Rom
font of size of not less than 40.

G.39 The proponent should provide notarized Affidavit Affidavit was submitted to SEIAA.

(indicating the number and date of Environmental
Clearance proceedings) that all the conditions stipulat|
in the EC shall be scrupuloughlowed.
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PLATE G.3
AVENUE TREES PLANTED IN PARKING AREA




PLATE G.4

SOLAR LIGHTS INSTALLED IN SITE




PLATE G.5
SPRINKLER ALONG WITH TARRED ROAD




PLATE G.6
ECO-RESTORATION
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PLATE G.10

WARNING ALARM
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PLATE G.12
BLASTING TIME DISPLAY

#55] BLASTING TIME

sRjomglot OHNSo
10am, 1 pm, 5 pm




PLATE G.15
TARRED ROAD ACCESS




PLATE G.16
OVER BURDEN STACK
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PLATE G.18

USING 10 PPV MAT
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PLATE G.21
ACOUSTIC ENCLOSURE




PLATE G.22
WORKERS WORKING WITH SAFETY EQUIPMENT
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PLATE G.24

TRANSPORTATION OF MINERALS IN COVERED TRUCK
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PLATE G.38
EC DISPLAY BOARD
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NOTICE

This is to inform to the General Public that the
proposed quarry project in Survey Nos. 2, 14, 15
and 16/1 at Akathethara Village and Panchayath,
Palakkad Taluk, Palakkad District, Kerala being
developed by M/s Royal Sand & Gravels Pvt.
Ltd.,, is accorded with ENVIRONMENTAL
CLEARANCE by state Environment Impact
Assessment Authority, Kerala vide Order
No.160/SEIAA/ KL/3490/2013 dt. 24.05.2014 and
the copy of the Environmental Clearance is
available with the office of Department of
Environment and Climate Change, Govt. of
Kerala and may also be seen on the website of
the Authority at www.seiaaakerala.org
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V. ANNEXURE



n
ANNEXURE-1

Proceedings of the State Environment Impact Assessment Authority Kerala
Present: Prof. (Dr.) K.P. Joy, Chairman; Dr. J, Subhashini, Member; Sri. P.K. Mohanty IAS, Member Secretary

Sub: SEIAA Kerala - Quarry project in Sy. Nos. 2, 14, 15 and 16/1 at Akathethara Village and
Panchayath, Palakkad Taluk, Palakkad District, Kerala by M/s Royal Sand & Gravels Pvt. Lad. -
Environmental Clearance under EIA Notification 2006 accorded — Orders 1ssued

Environmental Clearance

No. 160/SEIAA/KL/3490/2013 dated,

Read:- SEIAA Kerala Minutes of the 30" meeting dt. 09-05-2014/ 5

ORDER

on 09- 12 2013 for the quarry pl't)jcd of M/s Royal Sand & Gravels PVL Lid. in Sy. Nos. 2, 14, 15 and
16/1 at Akathethara Village and Panchayath, Palakkad Taluk, Palakkad District, Kerala from 9.3928
hectares for the extraction of minor minerals. The land use classification as per revenue records is
private land. Out of the total 11.6655 hectares of land owned by the proponent, the lease area consists of
9.3928 hectares which is private land and the present land use is quarrying activities. The current
proposal is for the existing quarry and hence no alternate site was examined as the project site is mineral
specific. The proposed quarry site is private land and is possessed in the name of M/s Royal Sand &
Gravels Pvt. Lid. Forest land is not involved in the project. It is interalia, noted that the project comes
under Category B2, Activity 1(a), (i) of Schedule of EIA Notification 2006, The proposed project site
falls within 10° 51' 24.53” N to 10” 51° 38.56" N and 76° 37" 50.95" E to 76" 38' 563" E. The
proposed project is for quarrying of 3,50,000 MTA of building stone from an area of 9.3928 hectares of
land. The expected life of mine will be 28 years.

The proposal has been appraised by the State Level Expert Appraisal Committee Kerala
constituted by the competent suthority, as per prescribed procedure in the lights of provisions under the
EIA Notification 2006 and subsequent amendments, in its 23" meeting held on 6™ and 7® January
2014, 25™ meeting held on 14" and 15™ February 2014, 26™ meeting held on 20™ and 21® March 2014
and 29" meeting held on 2* and 3™ May 2014 AND on the basis of the supporting documents enclosed
with the application viz., the Form - 1, questionnaire for mining projects, pre-feasibility report,
Environment Management Plan and the additional clarifications including a map showing a buffer
distance of 50 m from the forest land on the northr furnished in response to the observations, the SEAC
Kerala recommended environmental clearance to the project.

The proposed project activity involves about 100 % of the pit area for exploring building stone.
Atthcemioflifeofmme.exumedpnmllbebackﬁllcdmdreclnmedandmhabﬂnawdbyplmmwn
leaving no void. chroposedpmjectdoanotmvolvcmyundummdmmmgachwﬁu. The mining
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will be done by open cast semi mechanized method. The bench height and width proposed is 5 m. The
exploitation of mineral is being done from 225 m MSL to 125 m MSL in conceptual phase. The ultimate
depth of the mine workings is estimated to be 125 m MSL. Pant of the proposed land is already under
mining and there is no top soil in those areas. The remaining land is having top soil with average
thickness of 1 m to 3 m. About 1,55.440 m’ of top soil will be generated from the proposed pit, which
will be properly stacked within their own property but outside the lease area and will be utilized for
plantation over the reclaimed areas. The sewage of 0.8 KLD generated from the mine office will be
diverted to the septic tank followed by soak pit. The municipal solid waste generated from the labour
quarter will be disposed. The sludge generated from the septic tank will be dried and used as manure in
plantation. The daily water requirement of 5 KLD will be met from open well water/storm water
collection pond. The total power requirement of 75 kW will be drawn from diesel engine. There will be
fugitive emissions generated during material handling, transportation, loading, unloading, etc. that are
proposed to be managed by regular water sprinkling on haul road, green belt development, avoiding
overloading of vehicles, maintaining the speed of vehicles within prescribed limits and covering the load
with tarpaulin sheets. Plantation with shrubs, herbs and trees will be done as part of eco-restoration
work. Anticipating 50 % growth rate, at the end of life of mine about 9,000 trees will be grown in total
area of 9.3928 hectares. As per the biodiversity listing provided by the proponent, there is no floral or
faunal species existing at site which are in the red listed category or schedule 1 species. Kalpathi Puzha
is located at a distance of 8 km S, thodu at a distance of 2 km S, a wyter fall at a distance of 2 km SE,
Dhoni Forest at 7.5 m N & E and Malampuzha Dam Water Catchment Area at a distance of 2.4 km NE
of the project site. Electrical high tension line is at a distance of 700 m W and Mobile tower at a
distance of 1 km W of the project site. There are no houses within 500 m radius from the proposed
quarry. The quarry is interlinked with a crusher unit located within the complex. As stated by the
proponent, there is no litigation pending against the lease area / applicant of the lease area in any court
of law. The total cost of the project is T 2.50 Crores.

The SEIAA, after due consideration of the relevant documents and additional clarifications
submitted by the project proponent, and in view of the recommendations of SEAC, approved for
issuance of Environmental Clearance for the project mentioned above at its 30® meeting held on 9* May
2014, Accordingly, the State Level Environment lmpact Assessment Authonty (SEIAA) Kerala
constituted by Govt. of India vide Notification No. S.0. 2484(E) dt. 3-11-2011 of Mimstry of
Environment and Forests, Govt. of India, published as Gazette extraordinary No. 2074 on 3-11-2011 and
further amended by Gowt, of India vide Notification No. S.0. 546(E) d1.25.02.2014 of Ministry of
Environment and Forests, Govt. of India, published as Gazette extraordinary No, 466 dated 25-02-2014,
hereby accord necessary Environmental Clearance for the quarry project in Sy. Nos. 2, 14, 15 and 16/1
at Akathethara Village and Panchayath, Palakkad Taluk, Palakkad District, Kerala by M/s Royal Sand
& Gravels Pvt. Lid. as per powers vested with it under the provisions of Environment Impact
Assessment Notification ~ 2006 and subsequent amendments and also under the provisions made in the
O.M. No. L-11011/47/201 1-IA.II(M) dated 18® May 2012 of the Ministry of Environment and Forests,
Government of India, and further subject to strict compliance of the following specific conditions, and
the general conditions contained in the Annexure, Which shall also form a part of this document:

umnqmn'ytothcstrcamonthccastansldctopammmhmdcmdﬂowofdnm
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Compliance of the above conditions will be monitored by the Directorate of the Department of
Environment and Climate Change, Government of Kerala or its agencies and also by the Regional
Office of the Ministry of Environment and Forests, Government of India located at Bangalore.
Necessary suppont for entry and inspection should be provided by the project proponent to the staff of
the Directorate and Ministry for monitoring purposes. In case of non-compliance of conditions, noted, if
any, the Director, Department of Environment and Climate Change shall report the matter to the District
Collector concerned to take necessary action under Environment Protection Act 1986.

mgmumuudmmawemmsmummm-w.
Mohammed Fazeel T.A., Managing Director, M/s Royal Sand & Gravels Pvt. Lid., Plaza Junction,
Dhoni P.O., Palakkad, Kerala ~ 678009; Mob. No. 09447129278; Email: royal_grs @ yahoo.com

Agency with NABET accreditation for EIA is:- M/s Enkay Enviro Services Pvt. Ltd., 24-B, Dadu
Marg, Gopal Bari, Ajmer Road, Jaipur, Rajasthan-302001: Tel. No: 0141-4013996/4023996/4016996;
Fax; 0141-4026996.Email: info @enkayenviro.com

The validity of EC is for a period of 15 years from 24.05.2014 subject to renewal in every five years,

Sd/-
\ P K Mohanty IAS
Member Secretary, SEIAA
and Addl. Chief Secretary to Government
Environment, Forest & Wildlife Departments

M/s Royal Sand & Gravels Pvt. Lid.
Plaza Junction, Dhoni P.O.
Palakkad, Kerala - 678009,

Copy to :

1. IA-Division, Monitoring Cell, MoEF, Paryavaran Bhavan, CGO Complex, Lodhi Road, New
Delhi - 110003

MOoEF Regional Office, Southern Zone, Kendriya Sadan, 4* Floor, E&F Wing, Il Block
Koramangala, Bangalore-560034

N

3. The Addl. Chief Secretary to Government, Environment Dept., Government of Kcerala
4. TbePrincipalSeaemrytoGovemmcm.lncalSelfGovcmmemDepamnem
5. The District Collector concerned
6. 'Ithixecmt.Dep(.ofEnviromnemnndClimneChangc.GovtofKenh.Tvm-?A.
7. The Director, Mining and Geology Department, Government of Kerala
8. Chairman and Members of SEIAA Kerala
9. Chairman, SEAC Kerala
10.  Website uploading
11. Stock file . 1
Focwgrﬂed/ By Order
Lyt
P. S@mn’ Nair
Director, DoECC
(Secretariat of SEIAA/ SEAC Kerala)
Environmentnl Clearance No: 160/SETAA/XL/3490/201 3 Page 3 of 6
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(1)
(i1)
iit)
(av)
v)

(vi)

(vii)

(viii)
(ix)
(x)
(xi)
(xii)
(xiii)

(xiv)
(xv)

(xvi)

(xvii)

(xviii)

(xix)

&

STATE ENVIRONMENT IMPACT ASSESSMENT AUTHORITY KERALA
GENERAL CONDITIONS (for mining projects)

Rain Water Harvesting capacity should be installed as per the prevailing provisions of KMBR /
KPBR, unless otherwise specified elsewhere.

Environment Monitoring Cell as agreed under the affidavit filed by the proponent should be formed
and made functional.

Suitable avenue trees should be planted along either side of the tarred road and open parking arcas, if
any, inclusive of approach road and internal roads.

The project shall incorporate devices for solar energy generation and utilization wherever possible.
Sprinklers shall be installed and used in the project site to contain dust emissions.

Eco-restoration including the mine closure plan shall be done at the own cost of the project
proponent.

At least lOperoemomofthctotalexcavatodphmshoddber?ﬁnedaswwsmngemand
the remaining area should be reclaimed with stacked dumpings and overburden and planted with
indigenous plant species that are cco-friendly.

Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) agreed upon by the proponent should be implemented in tune
with the conditions specified in the Companies Act, 2013.

Barbed metal wire fencing around the mining area shall be provided with a height of not less than 5
ft so that falling of animals/human beings/dumping of garbages etc. does not happen.

Warning alarms indicating the time of blasting (to be done at specific timings) has to be arranged as
per stipulations of Explosive Department.

Control measures on noise and vibration prescribed by KSPCB should be implemented.

Quarrying activities should be limited to day time as per KSPCB guidelines.

Blasting should be done in a controlled manner as specified by the regulations of Explosives
Department or any other concerned agency.

A licensed person should supervise/ control the blasting operations.

Access roads to the quarry shall be tarred to contain dust emissions that may arise during
transportation of materials.

Overburden materials should be managed within the sitc and the old quarries, if any, should be
reclaimed and restored, >

‘S d not Ceeg b ONE
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(xx)

(xx1)

(xxii)

(xxiii)

(xxiv)

(xxv)

(xxvi)

(xxvii)

(xxviii)

(xxix)

(xxx)

(xxxi)

(xxxii)

(xxx1i1)

(xxxiv)

(xxxv)

No mining operations should be carried out at places having a slope greater than 45

Acoustic enclosures should have been provided to reduce sound amplifications in addition to the
provisions of green belt and hollow brick envelop for crushers so that the noise level is kept within
prescribed standards given by CPCB/KSPCB.

The workers on the site should be provided with the required protective equipment such as car
muffs, helmet, etc.

Garland drains with clarifiers to be provided in the lower slopes around the core area to channelize
storm water.

The transportation of minerals should be done in covered trucks to contain dust emissions.

The proponent should plant trees at least 5 times of the loss that has been occurred while clearing the
land for the project.

Disposal of spent oil from diesel engines should be as specified under relevant Rules/ Regulations.
Explosives should be stored in magazines in isolated place specified and approved by the Explosives
Department.

Norms of Kerala State Pollution Control Board should be adhered to regarding distance criteria of
residences, roads, rivers and worship places.

200 m buffer distance should be maintained from forest boundaries.

Consent from Kerala State Pollution Control Board under Water and Air Act(s) should have been
obtained before initiating activity.

All other statutory clearances should have been obtained, as applicable, by project proponents from
the respective competent authorities including that for blasting and storage of explosives.

In the case of any change(s) in the scope of the project, the project would require a fresh appraisal by
The Authority reserves the right to add additional safeguard measures subsequently, if found
necessary, and to take action including revoking of the environment clearance under the provisions
of the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986, to ensure effective implementation of the sugpested
safeguard measures in a time bound and satisfactory manner.

The stipulations by Statutory Authorities under different Acts and Notifications should be complied
with, including the provisions of Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1974, the Air
(Prevention and control of Pollution) act 1981, the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986, the Public
Liability (Insurance) Act, 1991 and EIA Notiﬁfaﬁon. 2006.

The project proponent should advertise in at least two local newspapers widely circulated in the
remomofwmdx(mmummmmumwm)shaubcmmevmumhngmge

and Climate Change, Govt. of Kerala and
at www séiaakerala.org. The advertiscment should
N g Page 5 of 6
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(xxxvi)

(xxxvit)

(xxxviii)

(xxxix)

Directdr, ECC

AeopyofthcdmlmashallbembythepmpouauwoomedcrmPanchaanDlstna
Panchayat/ Municipality/Corporation/Urban Local Body and also to the Local NGO, if any, from
whomsuggestmslrepmmtmns nfmy.wmmcelvedwmlepmoesmngtbeproposnl The

Thepropoucntshallsubrmthnlfyudyreponsonlhcmmsofcomphanceoflhcsuwhwd EC
conditions including results of monitored data (both in hard copies as well as by e-mail) and
upload the status of compliance of the stipulated EC conditions, including results of monitored data
on their website and shall update the same periodically. It shall simultancously be sent to the
respective Regional Office of MoEF, Govt. of India and also to the Directorate of Environment and
ChmueChange.Govt of Kerala. \

The proponent should prov;dc notarized affidavit (Mcndn:ﬁenmvblrmddafcof&w[mmml Clearance
proceedings) that all the conditions stipulated in the EC shall be scrupulously followed.

il Sd/-
Member Secretary, SEIAA Kerala

petoiate of Savi vonmom ‘r/

U800 '\,&/

(Secretaniat of SEIAA/ SEAC Kerala)

A6
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ANNEXLRE L

(B
i ANNEXURE 1 1.1
=) wreara o

Proceedings of the State Environment Impact Assessment Authority

N Kerala

Present: Dr.H.Nagesh Prabhu IFS (Retd.), Dr. Jayachandran. K, Member and
Dr.Usha Titus 1.A.S., Member Secretary.

Sub: SEIAA- Quarry Project in Survey Nos. 2, 14, 15 and 16/] at. Akathethara Village and
Pachayath, Palakkad Taluk, Palakkad District, Kerala by M/s Royal Sand & Gravels
Pvt. Ltd. - Environment Clearance — Accorded — Erratum — Orders usued

—

State Environment Impact Assessment A—uthority, Kerala

No. 160/SEIAA/KL/3490/2013 = dltld, Thlmvmanllupurull 16.02.2019

Ref:- 1. E.C. issued vide Proceedings No. l60/SBIAA/K1/3490/20]3 dr.24.05.2014
2. Representation received on 14.01.2019 from Sri.Mohammed Fazeel T.A

3. Minutes of the 88" meeting of SEIAA held on 25.01.2019

ERRATUM

Envimnmcmil Clanhcc was issued to Sn.Mohammed Fezeel T.A, Managing
Director, M!s Royal Sand’ &. Gravels Pvt. Lid, Plaza Junction, Dhoni P.O, Palakkad, Kerala —
67& 009 for the quarry projé‘dm Sy. Nos. 2, 14, 15 and 16/1 at Akathethara Village and
Pui{uynh, Palnkkad Taluk, Pnlakkad Dtstnct “for un arca of 9.3928 hectares based on the
decision of 30® moeting of SF!A.(Md onx09.05 20 4, vide reference 1™ above,

o B ;!: 3 _
The proponent; Vide reférence 2™ éncd ve has submitted an 2opiication for

renewal of EC. The matter has been’ exaritined and found that at the front page of the Order

granting EC, it is mentioned that validity expires on 23.05.2019. In the Order granting EC to
the proponent it is stated that the EC is for a period of 15 years from 24.05.2015 subject to
renewal in every five years,

-~

The matter was placed in the 88™ meeting o/ SEIAA held on 25.01.2019, Authority
. obscrved that the term ‘renewal’ in EC No.160/SEIAA/KL/3490/2013 dated. 24.05.2014

Page 1of A7
Al
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creates ambiguity, hence decided to replace the word ‘renewal’ with ‘review’. The validity of
the EC will be 15 years from 24.05.2014 subject to review in every 5 ycars,

As decided by SEIAA the word ‘renewal’ referred in the 8" paragraph of the Order
read as 1™ paper above is modified and corrected to read as ‘review’. The validity of the EC
will be 15 years from 24.05.2014 subject to review in cvery 5 years. '

The Environmental Clearance issued as per the paper read as 1¥ paper above stands

modified to the above extent only.
SRR
Dr.Ushl Titus LA.S
anbcr&?ecmary SEIAA
To, ¢
ﬁn' Mohammed Fazeel T.A e
Managing Director + 2 =
M/s Royal Sand & Gfavclg"mtd

Plaza Junction, Dhoni P.O "t’t
Palakkad, Kerala - 678009 V0,

% é{s- — Forwarded/By Order
g ’}\.
Administrator, SEIAA

%E’ —:‘ wg. aﬁy‘n‘.
1. MoEF Reg:onal Oﬂice, Southemn Zone, Kendriya Sadan, 4" Floor, E&F Wing, II
Block, Koramangala, Bangalore-560034.
The. Addnuoﬁﬁl Chief Secretary to Govemment, Environment Department,
Government of Kerala,
Director, Mining & Geology, Thiruvananthapuram -4.
District Collector, Palakkad
The Secretary, Akathethara Panchayat, Palakkad
Chairman, SEIAA.
S/t
OIc ; - —=. _' -
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ANNEXURE -1.2

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change
(Regional Office, Southern Zone)
Bangalore-560 034

INSPECTION REPORT

E-File No. 12.1/2014-15/15/SEIAA/KER/

1 | Name of the project Environmental Clearance for a Building Stone Quarry Project of
Sri. Mohammed Fazeel T.A. in Survey Nos. 2,14,15 and 16/1 at
Akathethara Village and Panchayat, Palakkad Taluk, Palakkad
District, Kerala in an area of 9.3928 Ha,

2 | Environmental Clearance Details EC No. 160/SEIAA/KL/3490/2013 dated 24.05.2014.
EC Erratum No. 160/SEIAA/KL/3490/2013 dated 16.02.2019.

3 | Location: District & State / UT Akathethara Village and Panchayat, Palakkad Taluk, Palakkad
District, Kerala

4 | Address for correspondence: Sri. Mohammed Fazeel T.A.

M/s. Royal Sand and Gravels Pvt. Ltd
Thepparambil House, Thrithalloor West Post,
Thrissur, Kerala-680 619.

5 | Date of site visit for this report 03.04.2024,

BRIEF ON THE PROJECT ALONG WITH THE PRESE ATUS:

Building stone quarry project of Sri. Mohammed Fazeel T.A has obtained Environmental Clearance (EC) from the State
Environment Impact Assessment Authority (SEIAA), Kerala for quarrying of 3,50,000 MTA of building stone in from an
area of 9.3928 hectares of land vide EC No. 160/SEIAA/KL/3490/2013 dated 24.05.2014 and subsequent Erratum vide No.
160/SEIAA/KL/3490/2013 dated 16.02.2019 at Akathethara Village and Panchayat, Palakkad Taluk, Palakkad District,
Kerala. Based on verification of the EC Erratum dated 16.02.2019, it was noted that the validity of the EC is for a period of
15 years from 24.05.2019 subject to review in every 5 years.

This project site was inspected by the undersigned on 03.04.2024 and during the inspection, it was noted that the Quarry
was In Operation and PP had a valid EC till 23.05.2029 subject to review in every 5 years from 24.05.2019. Based on
records made available for verification, it was noted that PP has obtained permissions from other relevant agencies like
Consent to Operate (CTO) from Kerala State Pollution Control Board (KSPCB) and the same is valid till 01.12,2024;
Permission from Akathethara Grama Panchayat and the same is valid till 31.03.2025; Explosives License from PESO and
the same is valid till 31.03.2025 and the mining lease was executed on 22.08.2014 for a period of 12 years and
accordingly mining lease is valid till 21.08.2026 for an area of 7.0655 Ha and for an annual production of 1,00,000 MTA.
Further, PP executed an additional Mining Lease on 12.02.2020, wherein the production capacity in Mining Lease was
enhanced from 1,00,000 MTA to 3,00,000 MTA against a permitted quantity of 3,50,000 MTA in EC.

Further, it is also to note that the responsibility for ensuring compliance to these EC conditions is vested with concerned
local enforcement agencies like District Collector, DMG, KSPCB etc. under various Acts like Environment (Protection) Act,
1986, Air Act, 1981, Water Act, 1974 etc. Based on the documents made available during and after the inspection for
establishing compliance to EC conditions by the project authorities and as verified during the physical inspection of the
project site, an inspection report is prepared detailing point wise compliance to EC Specific and General conditions as
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Status of Compliance

During inspection, it was noted that PP had taken adequate
measures for unhindered flow of water from the seasonal
nallah/ stream and provisions were made as such that all the
water coming from the stream was allowed to enter a
rainwater harvesting pond after desiltation and after
clarification only, the water was allowed to flow outside. PP
has constructed 3 number of de-siltation ponds. However, on
the day of inspection, no water was seen flowing from the
stream due to the absence of rains since past few days.

During Inspection, it was noted that on the Northern side of
the quarry lease area exists forest land. Based on perusal of
Para No. 2 (Page-1 of EC), it is noted that 50 m has been
stipulated as a statutory distance to be maintained as buffer
distance from the forest land on the North. Accordingly,
during inspection, it was observed that PP has maintained a
buffer of 50 m from the forest boundary to the quarrying area
and fencing was done to demarcate the same, The same
needs to be ensured by Forest Department from time to time.

During inspection, it was observed that the water that is
supposed to pass through the seasonal stream/ nallah canal is
being allowed to pass through 3 desiltation tanks and after
that it is allowed to be collected into a rainwater harvesting
pond and after clarification it is being allowed to pass outside
to ensure that the silt is trapped adequately. On the day of
inspection, the same could not be verified as there was no rain
and water was not flowing from the seasonal streams. It was
noted that de-siltation ponds are provided to clarify the storm
water for avoiding silt from reaching the main streams and PP
has been directed to ensure desiltation every year before the
onset of Monsoon season. A check dam was also noted to
exist in the quarry.

iS. No | EC Condition |

SPECIFIC CONDITIONS

1 Limit quarry to the stream on the eastern
side to permit unhindered flow of the
stream,

2 Leave statutory distance from the forest land
on the north,

3 The stream may be provided with low level
check dams to trap silt.

4 Rainwater harvesting facility is required in
the absence of dependable source of water,

During the inspection, it was noted that PP has developed one
pit as rainwater harvesting pit for storage of rainwater. The
approximate dimension of the large pit is Length=20 Mtrs;
Width=12 Mtrs and Depth=5 Mtrs. It was informed by the PP
that this stored rainwater is being used for dust suppression of
haulage roads and internal roads as well as for greenbelt/
avenue plantation. Further, it was also noted that KMBR/KPBR
provisions of rainwater harvesting as per Chapter XVI-A are
not fully applicable to quarry projects and no specific
reference regarding the size of the rainwater harvesting pit
mentioned in EC and the same needs to be ascertained by
Local KMBR/KPBR related implementing agencies.
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GENERAL CONDITIONS

1

Rainwater harvesting facility should be
installed as per the prevailing provisions of
KMBR/KPBR, unless otherwise specified.

Same as detailed in Specific Condition No. 4

Fig 1-3: Rainwater Harvesting Pits

Environment Monitoring cell as agreed under
the affidavit filed by the proponent should be
formed and made functional.

Based on verification of records, it was noted that PP has
constituted an Environment Monitoring Cell (EMC) and a hard
bound register was also maintained for recording the
deliberations of the EMC from time to time. As per records
verified it was noted that EMC was headed by Mr, Fazeel and
verification of records indicated that the last meeting of the
EMC was convened on 18.03,2024.

Suitable avenue trees should be planted
along either side of the tarred road and open
parking areas, if any, inclusive of approach
road and internal roads

As per the records made available, it was noted that PP has
planted about 5000 number of tree saplings during the period
2016-2023 on the sides of the approach road and in the quarry
area. During the physical verification, it was noted that PP has
planted avenue trees along the sides of the approach road
which mainly included Neem, Amla, Teak, Passion Fruit,
Mahagony, etc. Based on discussions it was ascertained that
the average survival rate of these avenue plantations is about
70% only and accordingly, PP has been advised to undertake
avenue plantation preferably with native and indigenous plant
species to Increase survival rate. Further, it was also noted
that PP has maintained different gardens like Herbal Garden,
where several rare medicinal plants were also grown and
cuitivated,

Fig 4-6: Greenbelt/ Plantations in the Quarry
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The project shall incorporate devices for
solar energy generation and utilization
wherever possible.

During inspection, it was found that PP has installed 7 number
of solar streetlights in the quarry area. In absence of any
specific numbers stipulated by SEIAA in EC, PP informed that
they have installed 7 solar streetlights only.

Sprinklers shall be installed and used in the
project site to contain dust emissions.

During inspection, it was found that PP has installed about 200
number of stationary water sprinklers all along the approach
road, internal areas and in areas around crusher, greenbelt
areas etc. for dust suppression Further, PP has also deployed 1
water tanker of 3,000 L capacity for spraying of water on
haulage roads and in other remote areas like OB dump area
and near the quarry pit for suppression of dust emission.

Fig 7-9: Solar Streetlights
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Fig 10-12: Water Sprinklers and Water Tanker

Eco-restoration including the mine closure
plan shall be done at the own cost of the
project proponent.

At least 10 percent out of the total excavated
pit area should be retained as water storage
areas and the remaining area should be
reclaimed with stacked dumping and over
burden and planted with indigenous plant
species that are eco— friendly, if no other
specific condition on reclamation of pit is
stipulated in the E.C.

Based on verification of records, it was noted that the life of
the mine as per EC is 28 years and the validity of the EC is for
15 years subject to review every 5 years. PP has executed
mining Lease for 12 years starting 22.08.2014 with annual
production of 1,00,000 MTA from an area of 7.0655 Ha and PP

has executed another supplementary lease deed on
12.02.2020, wherein the production capacity was enhanced
from 1,00,000 MTA to 3,00,000 MTA without increasing the
lease area. Further, it was also noted that PP was undertaking
mining operations as per the Mining Plan approved on
05.09.2016 and Scheme of the Mine approved on 22.02.2021
by the District Geologist. However, compliance to this
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condition needs to be specifically ascertained by Department
of Mining and Geology (DMG) and other local enforcement
agencies from time to time as the approval for the Mining Plan
and Scheme of the Mine has been duly approved by the
DM&G only and Movement Permits are issued from time to
time by the same Department. Based on records made
avallable, it was noted that PP has appointed Mr. A.
Avadaiyappan (Second-Class Mines Manager and Mr. Jagrapu
Ganesh (Foreman) for overseeing the Mining/ Quarry
operations from time to time.

Fig 13-18: Mining Plan/ Scheme of Mine and Village Survey Map

8 Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR)
agreed upon by the proponent should be
implemented.

Based on verification of records/bills/vouchers/ receipts that
were made available for examination indicated that PP has
been undertaking several CSR/CER activities in the region and
have been generously contributing to the socio-economic
needs of the local community. As per the duly Audited
Statement of Expenditure provided by Balaram and
Nandakumar, Chartered Accountants vide their letter dated
12.04.2024, PP has spent an amount of Rs. 20,97,246/-
towards CSR activities during the period 2019-2020 and 2023-
2024,

9 Barbed metal wire fencing around the mining
area shall be provided with a height of not
less than 4 ft so that falling of animals /

During the inspection, it was noted that PP has erected |
fencing with barbed wire of about 4 feet, all around the quarry
lease area as per MMR 1961, Regulation No. 177 to prevent
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human / belongings / dumping of garbage
etc. does not happen.

accidental fall of animal/ human into quarry. PP informed that
all the permanent boundary pillars are maintained intact and
during inspection the fencing was seen all around the lease
area and permanent markings and pillars were found to be
intact.

10

Warning alarms indicating the time of
blasting (to done at specific timings) has to
be arranged as per stipulations of Explosive
Department.

During inspection, it was seen that project proponent have
erected appropriate display boards near the entrance and
office and at several places within the premises indicating the
quarry operation timings as 7.00 AM to 5.00 PM (General Shift
Timings) and blasting timings as 10.00 AM, 1.00 PM and 5.00
PM. Other display and sign boards like warning signages,
danger boards etc. were also seen at several places in the
quarry during inspection. Further, in the Quarry area, blasting
alarm, blasting shelters etc. were also seen.

o
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WARNING

G TIME

Fig 19-21: Blasting time Display Boards and Fencing around the Quarry Lease Area
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11

Control measures on noise and vibration
prescribed by KSPCB should be implemented.

12

Quarrying activities should be limited to
daytime as per KSPCB guidelines/specific
conditions,

This EC condition is specifically relating to Kerala State
Pollution Control Board (KSPCB) and the same needs to be
ascertained by them on a periodical basis. Verification of
Noise Monitoring report dated 21.03.2024 undertaken by M/s.
Standard Environmental and Analytical Laboratories
(MoEF&CC and NABL Recognized Lab) indicated the Average
Daytime Noise Level as 49.1 dB(A) and nighttime Noise Level
as 38.5 dB(A). During inspection, it was noted that project
authorities have erected display boards near the entrance and
office indicating the quarry operation timings as 7.00 AM to
5.00 PM (General Shift Timings). Further, it was also observed
that PP was maintaining biometric attendance for the staff
near the office building to note entry and exit timings.

13

Blasting should be done in a controlled
manner as specified by the regulations of
Explosives Department or any other
concerned agency.

14

A licensed person should supervise/ control
the blasting operations.

This EC condition is specifically relating to the Explosives
Department and needs to be ascertained by them only from
time to time. However, based on records made available, it
was noted that PP is using NONEL based blasting under the
supervision of a Second-Class Mines Manager (Shri. A.
Avadaiyappan) and a Foreman (Mr, J. Ganesh). Further, based
on verification of daily stock register of Explosives (RE-3 and
RE-5), it was noted that stock of explosive materials in
Magazine was inspected by the concerned area Station House
Officer (SHO) on 25.03.2024 and duly appended his signature
also.
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15 Access roads to the quarry shall be tarred to | During inspection, it was seen that the access and approach
contain dust emissions that may arise during | road were tarred and were in motorable condition. Further,
transportation ofmaterials. PP has installed water sprinklers all along the approach and

internal roads for suppression of dust emission.

Fig 22-24: Approach and Internal Roads

16 Overburden materials should be managed | During the inspection, it was noted that over burden material
within the site and used for reclamation of | and topsoil are kept within the premises for future use during
mine pit as per mine closure plan / specific | the reclamation of mine pit in a separate place as specified by
conditions. the District Geologist and duly approved Mining Plan dated
05.09.2016 and Scheme of Mine dated 22.02.2021. It was
observed that OB is dumped in a separate place with bench
wise formation in a scientific manner and PP was exploring the
possibility of growing different types of grasses/ plant species
on the OB dump for its future stabilization of the dump. Near
the mining area and besides the seasonal stream on the
Northern side, huge quantity of OB was noted, and PP has
been directed to ensure the disposal of the same in a scientific
manner at the earliest as per Rules and in consultation with '
District Geologist, if required. Based on verification of records,
it was noted that the life of the mine is for 28 years, and Lease
deed is valid till 21.08.2026 and PP agreed to comply with the
Mine Closure Plan after the completion of the life of the mine.

Fig 25-27: Over Burden Storage Area
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17

Height of benches should not exceed 5 m,
and width should not be less than 5 m, if
there is no mention is the mining
plan/specific condition.

This EC condition specifically relates to the Department of
Mining and Geology (DM&G) and the responsibility for
ensuring compliance to the same is vested with DM&G
only. During the inspection, it was observed that PP has
maintained 4-5 benches in the quarrying pit. It was noted
that all quarry operations are conducted as per the
approved Mining Plan duly approved by the District
Geologist. It was noted that officials of DM&G inspects
these quarries at regular intervals and conducts surveys to
ensure safe conduct of mining operations within the
permitted lease area and also as per duly approved Mining
Plan and if any discrepancies like conduct of mining
operations out of lease area or non-maintenance of buffer
area or benches and extraction of additional quantity of
material than permitted etc. are noted then immediately
appropriate amount of penalties are levied and damages
are recovered. Based on verification of the report
submitted by District Collector, Palakkad on 15.06.2022 as
5" Respondent in OA No. 124 of 2021, it is noted that a
detailed survey was conducted by DM&G through Taluk
Surveyor, Palakkad and Surveyors from the office of The
Deputy Director of Survey, Palakkad and noted that no
excess mining was done and mining activities were

conducted within permitted lease only.

Fig 28-29: Benches in the Quarry

During inspection, blasting mats were seen in the quarry area
and the Mines Manager informed that these mats were used
regularly during blasting to cover the blasting holes for
avoiding maximum dispersion of material after the blast.

18 Mats to reduce fly rock blast to a maximum
of 15 PPV should be provided.

19 Maximum depth of mining from general
ground level at site shall not exceed 40m.

20 No mining operations should be carried out

at places having a slope greater than 45°,

This EC condition is specifically pertaining to DMG, and
officials of DMG need to ensure whether mining/ quarrying
operations are strictly conducted as per duly approved mining
plan or not as DMG is the concerned agency through District
Geologist, that has accorded approval for Mining Plan on
05.09.2016. Verification of EC (Page 2/6) indicated that the
ultimate depth of the mine working is estimated at 125 MSL.
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Reportedly, PP is not conducting any mining operations at
slopes greater than 45° and during inspection, PP has created
benches in the quarry working pit.

21

Acoustic enclosures should have been
provided to reduce sound amplifications in
addition to the provisions of green belt and
hollow brick envelop for crushers so that the
noise level is kept within prescribed
standards given by CPCB/KSPCB,

Dring physical inspection, 200 TPH crusher was seen in the
quarry lease area and the same was covered with acoustic
enclosures and during inspection, no noise or dust emissions
noticed, and verification of the latest noise monitoring report
furnished by PP dated 21.03.2024 carried out by M/s.
Standard Environmental and Analytical Laboratories
(MOEF&CC and NABL recognized Lab) indicated all the
measured values to be within stipulated norms.

in the lower slopes around the core area to
channelize storm water.

Fig 30-32: 200 TPH Crusher in Acoustic Enclosure
22 The workers on the site should be provided | During inspection, the quarry and crusher were in operation
with the required protective equipment such | and workers were seen to be wearing helmets, shoes, gloves,
as earmuffs, helmet,etc. reflecting jackets, ear plugs etc.
Fig 33-35: Workers with PPEs, Blasting Mats and Covered Transportation of Material
23 Garland drains with clarifiers to be provided | During the inspection, it was found that project proponent

have constructed garland drains in slopy terrains (about 150-
200 Mtrs) and have constructed 3 number of de-siltation
ponds as part of storm water management system on the area
from where the seasonal stream was flowing to ensure
uninterrupted flow of water as well as to clarify the storm
water for avoiding silt from reaching the main streams and PP
has been directed to ensure desiltation every year before the
onset of Monsoon season.
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Fig 36-38: Garland Drains

Fig 39-41: De-siltation Tanks and Path of Seasonal Stream

24

The transportation of minerals should be
done in covered trucks to contain dust
emissions.

During inspection, trucks that were carrying the material from
crusher were found to be covered with green colour mesh
cloth and were sprinkled with water to avoid dust emission
during transportation.

25

The proponent should plant trees at least 5
times of the loss that has been occurred
while clearing the land for theproject.

Same as detailed in General Condition No. 3 above.

26

Disposal of spent oil from diesel engines
should be asspecified under relevant Rules/
Regulations.

During inspection, 2 DG set of 1010 KVA and 808 KVA were
seen in the quarry lease area and PP also informed that they
were disposing the same through authorized vendors.

27

Explosives should be stored in magazines in
isolated place specified and approved by the
Explosives Department.

This EC condition is specifically relating to Explosives
Department and needs to be ascertained by them only from
time to time regarding the specific location for placing
Magazine and to ascertain that, it is the same location that
was recommended by their department earlier for housing
Magazine. During inspection, it was seen that explosives are
stored in an isolated place with proper lock and fencing/ gate.
Based on verification of daily stock register of Explosives (RE-3
and RE-5), it was noted that stock of explosive materials in
Magazine was inspected by the concerned area Station House
Officer (SHO) on 25.03.2024 and duly appended his signature
also.
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Fig 42-44: Magazine Storage Area and Explosive Register Signed by SHO

28

Norms of Kerala State Pollution Control
board should be adhered to regarding
distance criteria of residences, roads, rivers
and worship places.

On verification of EC (Page 2/6) and Village Survey Map, it is
noted that the nearest habitation is more than 500 Meters
away from the quarry boundary. No permanent structures can
be seen within a vicinity of 500 m from the quarry lease area
except the PP’s own office building.

29

200 m buffer distance should be maintained
from forest-boundaries

Same as detailed in Specific Condition No. 2.

30

Consent from Kerala State Pollution Control
Board under water and air act(s) should be
obtained before initiating mining activity

As per the records verified, it was noted that PP has obtained
a valid Consent to Operate from KSPCB vide No. PCB/ PLKD/
ICO/ VARIATION/ 18130752/2022 dated 02.11.2022 and the
same is valid till 01.12.2024.

31

All other statutory clearances should be
obtained, as applicable, by project
proponents from the respective competent
Authorities including that for blasting and
storage of explosives.

Based on verification of records It was noted that the Quarry
was in Operation and PP had a valid EC till 23.05.2029 subject
to review in every 5 years from 24.05.2019, Based on records
made available for verification, it was noted that PP has
obtained permissions from other relevant agencies like
Consent to Operate (CTO) from Kerala State Pollution Control
Board (KSPCB) and the same is valid till 01.12.2024;
Permission from Akathethara Grama Panchayat and the same
is valid till 31.03.2025; Explosives License from PESO and the
same Is valid till 31.03.2025 and the mining lease was
executed on 22.08.2014 for a period of 12 years and
accordingly mining lease is valid till 21.08.2026 for an area of
7.0655 Ha and for an annual production of 1,00,000 MTA.
Further, PP executed an additional Mining Lease on
12.02.2020, wherein the production capacity in Mining Lease
was enhanced from 1,00,000 MTA to 3,00,000 MTA against a
permitted quantity of 3,50,000 MTA in EC.

32

In the case of any change(s) in the scope of
the project, extent quantity, process of
mining technology involved or in any way
affecting the environmental parameters
/impacts as assessed, based on which only

PP is aware of this EC condition and agreed to comply with the
same.
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the E.C is issued, the project would require a
fresh appraisal by this Authority, for which
the proponent shall apply and get the
approval of this Authority.

33

The Authority reserves the right to add
additional safeguard measures subsequently,
if found necessary, and to take action
including revoking of the environment
clearance under the provisions of the
Environment (Protection) Act, 1986, to
ensure effective implementation of the
suggested safeguard measures in a time
bound and satisfactory manner.

PP is aware of this EC condition and agreed to comply with the
same.

The stipulations by Statutory Authorities
under differentActs and Notifications should
be complied with, including the provisions of
Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution)
Act, 1974, the Air (Prevention andcontrol of
Pollution) act 1981, the Environment
(Protection) Act, 1986, the Public Liability
(Insurance) Act, 1991 and EIA Notification,
2006.

PP is aware of this EC condition and reportedly complying with
the same.

Further, it was noted that there was a NGT case OA No
124/2021 in NGT (SZ) and the same was disposed by Hon’ble
NGT vide its Order dated 20.12,2023 with a direction to M/s.
Royal Sand and Gravels Pvt. Ltd to deposit an amount of Rs
10.00 Lakhs in the account of Kerala State Pollution Control
Board (KSPCB) which needs to be utilized for improving the
tree cover or other erosion control measures. Accordingly, PP
on 11.01.2024 transferred the said amount of Rs. 10.00 Lakhs
to KSPCB Account No. 67366954329 vide Journal No.
273034347. Further, KSPCB Palakkad District, Environmental
Engineer vide his letter No. PCBDPK/51/2024-AE-1 dated
15.04.2024, acknowledged the receipt of Rs.10.00 lakhs on
11.01.2024 in compliance to the directions of Hon’ble NGT in
OA No. 124/2021 (SZ) vide its order dated 20.12.2023 with a
direction to be complied within 4 weeks from the date of
Judgement.

35

The project proponent should advertise in at
least two local newspapers widely circulated
in the region, one of which (both the
advertisement and the newspaper) shall be
in the vernacular language informing that the
project has been accorded Environmental
Clearance and copies of clearance letters are
available with the State Environment Impact
Assessment Authority (SEIAA) office and may
also be seen on the website of the Authority
at www.seiaakerala.org. The advertisement
should be made within 10 days from the date
of receipt ofthe Clearance letter and a copy
of the same signed in all pages should be
forwarded to the office of this Authority as
confirmation.

As per the records verified, it was noted that PP has advertised
regarding the grant of EC in The New Indian Express (English)
and Kerala Kaumudhy (Malayalam) on 05.06.2014 and
04.06.2014 respectively. Further, PP has uploaded the copy of
the EC’s and latest half yearly compliance reports along with
monitoring data in their website at www.royalsand.in
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36

A copy of the clearance letter shall be sent
by the proponent to concerned Grama
Panchayat District Panchayat/ Municipality
/Corporation /Urban Local Body and also to
the Local NGO, if any, from whom
suggestions representations, if any, were
received while processing the proposal.
Environmental Clearance shall also be put on
the website of the company by the
proponent,

Reportedly PP has shared a copy of the clearance letter to
Akathethara Grama Panchayat and has also obtained
permission/NOC for operation of the quarry vide No. A6-
1696/2020-21-55 dated 27.04.2020 and the same are valid till
31.03.2025. Further, PP has uploaded the copy of the EC’'s and
latest half yearly compliance reports along with monitoring
data in their website at www.royalsand.in

37

The proponent shall submit half yearly
reports on the status of compliance of the
stipulated EC conditions including results of
monitored data (both in hard copies as well
as by e-mail) and upload the status of
compliance of the stipulated EC conditions,
including results of monitored data on their
website and shall update the same
periodically. It shall simultaneously be sent
to the respective Regional Office of MoEF,
Govt of India and also to the State
Environment Impact Assessment Authority
(SEIAA) office.

As per records verified, it is noted that PP is regularly
submitting the half yearly compliance reports along with air,
noise, water quality monitoring reports also to the Regional
Office of MoEF&CC at Bangalore by email as per stipulated
timelines.

38

The details of Environmental Clearance
should be prominently displayed in a metallic
board of 3 ft x 3 ft with green background
and yellow letters of Times NewRoman font
of size of not less than 40. Sign board with
extent of lease area and boundaries shall be
depicted at the entrance of the quarry,
visible to the public.

During the inspection, it was noted that a metallic display
board of 3 ft x 3 ft with green background with white letters of
Times New Roman which was clearly visibie was found at the
entrance of the quarry and was visible to the public.

v

Fig 45-47: EC and Other Display Boards
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Fig 48-49: Uploading of HYCRs in the Website

CERTIFICATIONS

39

The proponent should provide notarized
affidavit (indicating the number and date of
Environmental Clearance proceedings) that
all the conditions stipulatedin the EC shall be
scrupulously followed.

Reportedly, PP has provided a copy of the EC to SEIAA after
the grant of EC on 24.05.2014 and accordingly compliance

needs to be ascertained by SEIAA only.

QX\ .\\Qu a\l \(*.\Q\C\

Dr. Murali Krishna
Additional Director (S)/ Scientist-E
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Revised Order
BEFORE THE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAANNEXURE -2

SOUTHERN ZONE, CHENNAI

Dated this the 20th day of December, 2023.

Original Application No. 124 of 2021 (SZ)
&

I.A. No. 18 of 2022(SZ)
(Through Video Conference)
IN THE MATTER OF

Sibi Joseph,

aged 38 years,

Son of K.S. Joseph,
Kallammakkal House,

Dhoni P.O. Palakkad- 678 009,

...Applicant(s)

Versus

Union of India,

Ministry of Envionment, Forests and Climate Change,

Represented by its Deputy Director, General of Forests (C),
Regional Office (SZ), Kendriya Sadan, 4th Floor, E&F,

wings, 17th main Road, Koramangala Il Block, Bangalore- 560034,

State Envionment Impact Assessment Authority,
Rep by its Membaer Secretary,

K.S.R.T.C Bus Terminal Complex,

4th Floor, Thampanoor,

Thiruvananthapuram- 695 001.

The Director of Mining and Geology,
Pattom Palace P.O. Kesavadasapuram,
thiruvananthapuram- 695004.

State of Kerala

Rep by its Principal Secretary,
Environment Department,

South Sandwich Block, Room- SSBT 11,
4th Floor, Government Secretariat,
Thiruvanathapuram- 695001.

The District Collector,
Civil Station, Palakkad- 678 001.

Akathethara Grama Panchayat,
Akathethara Panchayat Office,
Malampuzha Road, Palakkad- 678008.

Kerala State Pollution Control Board,
rep by its Member Secretary,
Pattom, Plammod Junction,
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Thiruvananthapuram- 695 004.

8. M/s Royal Sands and Gravels Pvt. Ltd.,
Represented by its Managing Director,
Mohammed Fazeel, T.A.,
Plaza Junction, Dhoni P.O, Palakkad- 678 009.

9. M/s Mary Matha Granites,
Represented by its Managing Parner,
Mohammed Fazeel, T.A.,

Dhoni P.O, Palakkad- 678 009.

...Respondent(s)

For Applicant(s): Mr. P.B. Sahasranaman

For Respondent(s): Mr. G.M. Syed Nurullah Sheriff for R1.
Mrs. Vidyalakshmi Vipin for R2.
Mr G. Vignesh represented Mr. E.K. Kumaresan
for R3 to RS.
Mrs. V.K. Rema Smrithi for R7.
Mr. T. Gowthaman, Sr. Adv. along with Mr.
Mohammed Sadique, Mr. Muthuchharan
Sundresh, S. Rohan for R8.
Mr. Enoch David Simon Joel for R9.

Judgment Reserved on: 6'" October, 2023.

CORAM:

HON'BLE SMT. JUSTICE PUSHPA SATHYANARAYANA, JUDICIAL MEMBER
HON’BLE DR. SATYAGOPAL KORLAPATI, EXPERT MEMBER

JUDGMENT

Delivered by Smt. Justice Pushpa Sathyanarayana, Judicial Member

1. Alleging illegal operation of quarries in the Palakkad District by the
8th and 9th respondents against the provisions of the EIA
Notification the above application is filed by the applicant seeking a
direction to assess the damages that have been caused on account

of the illegal quarry operations and not to grant Environmental
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Clearance if the total quarrying area exceeds 05 ha., in line with
the Deepak Kumar’s Judgement- 2012 (4) SCC 629.

The applicant, who is a permanent resident of Akathethara Gram
Panchayat, has stated that 8th respondent is engaged in quarrying
operations and obtained Environmental Clearance from the 2nd
respondent 24.05.2014 for 15 years subject to review in every 05
years. The 8th respondent, who is Royal Sand and Gravels Pvt. Ltd
was permitted to quarry 3,50,000 MTA of building stone from an
area of 9.3928 ha., of land in Sy. Nos. 2, 14, 15 and 16/1 of
Akathethara Village. The quarry project is categorised as B2

Category project.

Similarly, the 9th respondent also had obtained Environmental
Clearance for quarry in Sy. Nos. 110/2, 112/1, 112/3, 110/1,
109/1 in Akathethara Village. The sites of the respondents 8 and 9
are located within 03 kms from Malampuzha Dam and Dhoni
Forests. There are also other 13 quarries in the Akathethara Gram
Panchayat. It is alleged further that quarry operations has
damaged the streams and forest. The dust generated has affected
the ecology of the area besides the operations have caused several
cracks in roads and buildings. The nearby stream is also diverted
in view of the dumping of quarried materials. The private
respondents are also violating the conditions imposed in the
Environmental Clearance and the mining plan. It is stated that
there is a waterfall in the Dhoni Forest which lies within 7.5 km
from the quarry site. The Malampuzha Dam and its containment

area is also within 2.5 km from the quarry site.
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